Agenda Iltem 15
AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Thursday 24 April 2014

COUNCILLORS PRESENT: Councillors Fry (Chair), Darke, Rowley and
Seamons.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Nigel Kennedy and Anna Winship (Finance) Jeremy
Thomas (Law and Governance) Mathew Metcalfe (Democratic and Electoral
Services) John Copley (Environmental Development) Alan Witty and Mick West
(Ernst  and  Young) Christopher Dickens and Richard Bacon
(Pricewatershousecoopers)

47. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Tony Brett, David Rundle

and Craig Simmons.

48. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None declared.

49. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - CLIMATE CHANGE RISK
MITIGATION

John Copley, Head of Environmental Development attended the meeting

following an invitation from the Committee to hear more on the work of the

Council to mitigate the effects of climate change.

John Copley introduced the presentation and said that the Council had taken the

decision to produce an Adaptation Strategy and to concentrate on the mitigation

of the impacts of climate change on the Council, its buildings and the way it
provided services.

50. EXTERNAL AUDIT PROGRESS REPORT 2013/14 - ERNST AND
YOUNG

The Head of Finance submitted a report (previously circulated, now appended)

on behalf of the Council’'s External Auditors, Ernst and Young, which detailed the

progress made in delivering the work set out in the 2013/14 audit plan.

Alan Witty from Ernst and Young introduced the report and thanked the Finance

Officers for the regular meetings that he had with them which he found

invaluable.

The Committee agreed to note the report.
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51. EXTERNAL AUDIT - OXFORD CITY COUNCIL GRANT
CERTIFICATION FEE

The Head of Finance submitted a letter (previously circulated, now appended) on
behalf of the Council's External Auditors, Ernst and Young which detailed the
Oxford City Council 2012/13 Housing and Council Tax Subsidy Benefit
Certification Fee.

Alan Witty from Ernst and Young presented the letter to the Committee.

The Committee agreed to note the contents of the letter and the fee.

52. EXTERNAL AUDIT - LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUDIT COMMITTEE
BRIEFING - ERNST AND YOUNG

The Head of Finance submitted a document (previously circulated, now
appended) on behalf of the Council’s External Auditors, Ernst and Young which
provided a briefing on issues which might have an impact on the City Council.

The Committee agreed to note the document.

53. INTERNAL AUDIT PROGRESS 201314 -
PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS (PWC)

The Head of Finance submitted a report (previously circulated, now appended)
on behalf of the Council’s Internal Auditors, Pricewaterhousecoopers (PWC)
which detailed the progress made in delivering the work set out in the 2013/14
audit plan.

Christopher Dickens from Pricewaterhousecoopers (PWC) introduced the report.
He said that there were no significant control weaknesses that required stating in
the Annual Governance Statement. He highlighted the following:

. Budgetary control, risk management and performance — Audit report to be
issued.

. Human Resources and Facilities including — Payroll including tax and NI
compliance — One recommendation from the audit.

. Finance — Fixed Asset Register implementation — No issues arising.

The Committee agreed to note the report.

54. INTERNAL AUDIT RISK ASSESSMENT AND PLAN FOR 2014/15 -
PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS (PWC)

The Head of Finance submitted a report (previously circulated, now appended)
on behalf of the council’s Internal Auditors, Pricewaterhousecoopers (PWC)
which detailed the Internal Audit Risk Assessment and Plan for 2014/15.

Christopher Dickens from Pricewaterhousecoopers (PWC) introduced the report
and said that consultation on its contents had taken place with officer and that
the Plan was flexible.
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The Committee agreed to note the Internal Audit Risk Assessment and Plan for
2014/15.

55. INTERNAL AUDIT CHARTER - PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS
(PWC)

The Head of Finance submitted a report (previously circulated, now appended)
on behalf of the Council’s Internal Auditors, Pricewaterhousecoopers (PWC)
which detailed the Internal Audit Charter.

Christopher Dickens from Pricewaterhousecoopers (PWC) introduced the report.

The Committee agreed to note the report.

56. PROGRESS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AUDIT
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Head of Finance submitted a report (previously circulated, now appended)
which detailed the progress made on the implementation of internal and external
audit recommendations.

The Committee further updated as follows:

. Housing Benefit Claims — the check rate on these was being exceeded by
10%

o Business Continuity Plans — IA507 and IA508 — All Service Heads had
been requested to amend their Business Continuity Plans to reflect the
corporate priorities.

. Grants Monitoring — If groups in receipt of a grant did not supply the
monitoring information required, they may not receive grant funding in the
future. Officers continued to work with organisations on this to ensure
that the information was supplied.

The Committee agreed:

(a) To note the report;

(b)  To request that Officers review the timescales for the implementation of
medium risk recommendations that had immediate actions to have a more
realistic timeline especially for recommendations that required immediate
action;

(c) As part of the grants monitoring process to request that information is

included detailing which groups/organisations were new bidders and
which were not.

57. MINUTES

277



The Committee agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 27"
February 2014 subject to the inclusion of apologies for absence from Councillor
Mike Rowley.

58. DATES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS

The Committee agreed:

(a) To note that it would meet in the Town Hall on the following dates at
6.00pm

Thursday 26" June 2014

Monday 22" September 2014 — to be confirmed at the meeting on 26™
June

Thursday 18" December 2014

Thursday 26™ February 2015

Thursday 23 April 2015

(b) To consider further the date of its September 2014 meeting at its first
meeting of the 2014/15 Council Year,

(c) To note that prior to its meeting on 26™ June 2014 at 5.00pm a training
session would be held for Audit and Governance Committee members.

59. MATTERS EXEMPT FROM PUBLICATION

No matters considered.

The meeting started at 6.00 pm and ended at 7.15 pm
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